
 
 

 

 

 

 

October 22, 2021 

Honorable Nancy Pelosi 

Speaker of the House 

United States House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Honorable Dianne Feinstein 

Hart Senate Office Building 

Rm. 331 

Washington D.C., DC 20510 

Honorable Alex Padilla 

Russell Senate Office Building 

Rm. B03 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Honorable Jackie Speier 

Rayburn House Office Building 

Rm. 2465 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Re: Request to Prioritize Affordable Housing in the Build Back Better Package  

 

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Senator Feinstein, Senator Padilla, and Congresswoman Speier:  

 

Thank you for being San Francisco’s champions. Your inclusion of rental assistance and other 

housing resources in the COVID-19 relief bills has been instrumental to keeping San 

Francisco residents housed, as we’ve faced the unparalleled global health pandemic that only 

exacerbated our region’s preexisting housing affordability crisis.  

 

Without access to affordable homes, we will not be able to achieve progress on health care, 

poverty, the economy or, for that matter, the climate. As we seek to turn toward pandemic 

recovery, the housing resources outlined in the $3.5 trillion Build Back Better reconciliation 

package passed by the House Committees, would empower San Francisco to leverage our 

unprecedented state housing funding commitments and begin to collectively tackle what is 

perhaps the biggest challenges facing our city.  

 

While we support the full range of Build Back Better investments, we understand that difficult 

choices will need to be made in trimming the package to meet the Senate’s demands. We want 

to thank Senator Feinstein and Senator Padilla for your joint statement and Dear Colleague 

letter this week calling for housing to be included in the final Build Back Better bill. 

 

As negotiations continue, we urge you to prioritize the retention of the following 

provisions, which are our top priorities in the package:   

 

Ways and Means Affordable Housing Bond and Credit Provisions 

 

Lowering the 50% test to 25% is the single biggest thing Congress can do to enable California 

and more than a dozen other states to meet our dire affordable housing needs.  Governor 

Newsom supports the need for this change, as this single action is projected to create and 



 
 

 
 

 

preserve more than 170,000 affordable homes in California over the next 10 years. The 

California Legislature also made it clear that this is their top priority when it unanimously 

adopted Senate Joint Resolution 6 (2021). 

 

Our second highest tax-related priority in the Ways and Means proposal is to increase the 

amount of 9% Low-Income Housing Tax Credits that each state is allocated. These tax credits 

have been oversubscribed every year since they were first available in 1987. 

 

These two provisions account for the overwhelming majority of the 1.4 million additional 

affordable homes the Affordable Housing Credit Improvement Act would create over 10 

years, including 228,000 in California alone.  

 

Financial Services Committee Affordable Housing Investments  

 

We also strongly support the $324 billion in affordable housing investments passed by the 

Housing Financial Services Committee in recognition of the foundational importance of 

access to decent, accessible affordable housing for those with the greatest needs – people 

experiencing homelessness and people with the lowest incomes. California urgently needs the 

$90 billion for rental assistance, including $75 billion for Housing Choice Vouchers and $15 

billion for Project-Based Rental Assistance. In addition, we supportive of the provision of $80 

billion to address the repair backlog for 2.5 million people who live in Public Housing, as well 

as $37 billion for the National Housing Trust Fund to build and preserve 330,000 homes 

affordable to people with the greatest needs. 

 

As we help our families and most vulnerable households recover from COVID-19, housing 

affordability and stability must be part of the solution. Having a safe place to call home is an 

essential part of being able to Build Back Better.  

 

We the undersigned elected officials thank you for your decades long support of affordable 

housing and urge you to catalyze affordable housing development and prioritize housing 

stability in California by ensuring the reconciliation bill includes these priority policies to 

produce, protect, and preserve housing solutions for all of our neighbors.  

 

Thank you, 

   
London N. Breed 

Mayor, City and County of San Francisco 

Shamann Walton 

President, Board of Supervisors

         

                     
Scott Wiener    Phil Ting            David Chiu 

State Senator    State Assemblymember          State Assemblymember 

Chair, Senate Housing  Chair, Budget Committee          Chair, Assembly Housing

 


